
 

 

The Catawba County Sheriff’s Office 

is working with boaters and lake area 

residents to increase awareness of 

boating safety, and crime prevention 

techniques.  To do this, we need your 

help.  In conjunction with the Dock 

Watch Program the Sheriff’s Office 

has put together some basic tips to 

help you defend yourself against 

crime by becoming safety, and 

security conscious.  We hope that you 

find this information not only 

informative, but also easy to put into 

practice as you enjoy hours of 

recreation on our counties lakes and 

waterways 

 
L. David 
Huffman 
Sheriff 

The four elements that discourage 
burglars are: 
 
 

Time 
Opportunity 
Noise 
Visibility 

 
 
Anything that requires the thief to take 
more time, make noise, or put him at risk 
of being seen will discourage the 
perpetrator and help protect your 
property. 
 
 
Lighting    Good lighting is the single 
most cost effective crime prevention 
measure.  Make sure that your marina or 
dock has adequate lighting.  The use of 
automatic timers that will turn on radios 
or secondary lighting will make burglars 
think twice.  Another effective and 
popular device is motion a sensor light.   
 
 
Docking   Back your boat into the slip.  
This will allow fellow dock mates and 
Lake Enforcement Officers better 
visibility of the interior of the boat and 
will make it harder for water-borne 
thieves to have easy access without being 
detected.   

Keys and Equipment  Don’t leave keys 
in the ignition switch or even in a hidden 
spot.  Thieves find those keys too often.  
Loose gear should not be kept on the boat 
if at all possible.  If so it should be 
stowed out of sight.  
 
Inventory   Record all items that are on 
your boat.  Be sure to list; make, model, 
serial number, and owner applied 
numbers as well as distinguishing marks.  
Keep the list somewhere other than your 
boat.   
 
Alarms    Burglar alarms that are 
designed specifically for boats are an 
excellent deterrent.  If an alarm isn’t 
practical, simply place alarm stickers on 
your boat.  Thieves usually won’t take 
the time to see if you actually have on 
alarm.   
 
Trailerable boats   Boats on trailers are 
an easy target.  If possible stow the boat 
and trailer in a locked garage, boat 
storage facility, or mini-storage facility.  
If that’s not possible, keep the boat well 
inside your yard, preferably out of sight.  
On smaller boats such as personal 
watercraft, the trailer can be turned 
around so it faces in, rather than out.  
Making it harder for a thief to hook up 
and leave quickly.  When storing a boat 
in a carport, or driveway, park a vehicle 
in front of the trailer, blocking easy 
removal.  



 
Boating Safety 

 
Even the most experienced boaters make 
mistakes.  People who hunt and fish from 
boats have one of the highest boating 
fatality rates.  More people die from falling 
off boats 16 feet or smaller than larger 
boats, and the boats are usually anchored at 
the time.   
 
Be weather wise  Sudden wind shifts, 
lightning flashes and choppy water can 
mean a storm is brewing.  Bring a portable 
radio to check weather reports.  
 
Bring extra gear  Flashlight, extra 
batteries, matches, a map, flares, suntan 
lotion and a first aid kit.  Put items that 
need to be protected in a watertight pouch 
or a container that floats.   
 
Tell someone  where you are going, who is 
with you, and how long you will be gone.  
Check you boat, equipment, boat balance, 
engine and fuel supply before leaving. 
 
Ventilate after fueling  Always open 
hatches, run blower, and most importantly, 
smell for gas fumes in the fuel and engine 
areas before starting your engine 

 
 
Moving around in the boat  When 
changing seats, stay low and near the center 
line of a small boat.   
 
Passing  Be ready for trouble when a 
powerboat passes you in a narrow channel.  
As the lead boat (which always has the 
right of way) stay on your side of the 
channel and maintain a steady speed so that 
the overtaking vessel can pass you safely. 
 
Anchoring  Always anchor from the bow, 
not the stern.  Use an anchor line five times 
the length of the water depth. 
 
Take a safe boating course  The North 
Carolina wildlife Resource Commission, 
Coast Guard Auxiliary, and Power 
Squadron offers boating safety courses 
several times a year.  Taking one may save 
your life and could possible reduce the cost 
of your boating insurance.   
 
 
 
For more information on these or other 
programs offered by the Catawba County 
Sheriff’s Office, call the Sheriff’s Office by 
dialing 828-464-5241 
 
 

In case of emergency, dial 911 

Sheriff’s Office 
Catawba 
County 
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